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THE ART SCENE
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Giant snails
suffer from life

in the fast lane

B Several pink snalls browght to Scuth
Beach by an ieallan art collactive have

baen attacked and vandalized,
leaving arganizers shallshocked,
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Tha 45 giant pink snadls viziting Miami

Beeach for Art Hasel season were supposed

. btoimspire reflection on the environment
and the [ast pace of Sowth Florida life.

Instead, the recycled

pastropods
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into Blscayme Bay.
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jeris Cor dOen, which hao backed the sl
jan art collective bakind the 45 smadls”

appearatice.
Tha Cracking Art Group and Poscella’s
pallery brought the giant enails 1o Mixmi
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DEFACED: Graffiti mars a plastic snail
on Dade Boulevard in Miarmi Beadch,
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Cﬂnt snails take a beating on Beach

*SNAILS, FROM1A

Beach on Mow. 15. Since
then, at least eight of the
snails have been treated
poorly. Police are Investi-
gating. - ; y

“I'm disappointed
because everybody really
loved the snails. We've
received thousands of
e-mails from people who
zay, “We want them per-
manently.' But there is
somebody that is trying to
diestroy them every day."
ART BASEL

The snail-bashing
began right around the
Dec. 2 start of Art Basel,

when flocks of art lovers
descended on Miami
Beach and Miami for the
world-renowned festival.

That day, Miami-Dade
County told Porcella that s
permit to place four anails
on the Venetian Causeway
had been revoked, and the
quartet was moved to
Alton Eoad and 4l1st
Street.

RIGHT OF WAY

Delfin Molins, a
spokesman for the coun-
iy's public works depart-
ment, s#8id the permit was
incdrrectly issued becauss
county law “does not
allow the placement of

such items within the pub-

i lic™ right of way.

Then on Sunday, some-
bady “punched™ and dam-

aged a snail, Porcella said.,
Sometime over the

weekend, several snails-on
Dade Boulevard were
upended, and someone
tagged two others with
graffiti, she said,

The topper: A snail in
Maurice Gibb Memorial
Park was "launched in the
water" of Bizcayne Bay.

For Porcella, who just
opened a gallery in Coral
Gables, the experience isa
first. She said the smails
project, which has also
been exhibited in Rome
and Paris, has never been
vandalized or disre-
spected the way it has
been in Miami Beach

MO MORE SURFRISES
“l hope tomorrow

morning [ won't wake up
with more surprises,” she

Miami Beach police say | said

they have received reports
about the vandalism and a
detective from' the depart-
ment's property crimes

burean is investigating.

Porcella said the snails
will stlck around until Jan.
3. Den't be surprized if
they hide in their shells
until then.



