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_some or all of the pieces

SHMFHHE

over time until they all are
gathered in Collins Park

* by mid-December,

Thoughl the snails will |8

be a whimsical pink hue,

' they are meant to carry a

serious message about the

| way we live and treat the

environment. -
‘RUMN TOO MUCH'

"We run and we work

too much, and the snail is

! one of the slowest animals
| on earth,” said Gloria Por-

| cella, co-owner of Galleria |}

Ca' d'Oro, which iz back-
ing the project and is

| opening a Coral Gables

gallery on San Lorenzo |5

Avenue in December.
“The concept is the
snail wants us to think
about ourselves and they
want to teach us some=
thing. We run, rum, run

| but what are we reaching?

What are our goals? We

are destroying our
LJI

Popcells sald the timing

of the project’s arrival is'

meant to coincide with
Art Bagel and the i
of the Gables gallary,
Already seen in coun-
tries such as France, the
EEgeneration Art Pro-
ject's appearance [n South

-

| HIHHI BEACH ART

SLOWLY, VERY SLOWLY

' AN INVASION OF SNAILS

- MLarge pink snails will appear in Miami Beach starting Monday as

; mnﬂlninﬂmnmmlwmﬂulnmnnInmlhthnarﬂndhy
. an Itallan art collective.

BY DAVID SMILEY

Beach is due toa cu]]:l:.-n- [

ration of Galleria Ca'
d'Oro and the sustainabili-
ty-minded Italian art col-
lective Cracking Art
Group, comprised of six
artists who work with
recycled plastic to create
Eargantuan crestuses.

Renzo MNucara, the

dsmileyEtiamdisrald.com

An Italian art collective and a
Rome-based gallery are hoping to
spread environmental conscious-
ness this winter through a few
dozen curious messengers landing

on Miami Beach:

Snails.

The glant
pink snafls
will slawly

be moved to
_ Collins Park
in Miami
En:h.l

That is, 45 pink, gigantic, roam-
ing gastropods msl
plastic

Starting Monday, the massive
wiorks of art — in some cases efght
feet tall and 11 feet long — will
begin appearing in public spaces,
including Maurice Gibb Memorial
Park, Lummus Park and the Vene-
tian Causeway. Workers from a
Iocal company will slowly move

g of recyeled

*TURM T SHAILS, 28

founder of Cracking Art
Group, will be in town for
the installation's Friday

He wrote in an e-mail
that ench animal recreated
by the group — they have
also made rabbits, meer-
kats and penguins, te
name a few — i5 done so

CRACKING ART GROU

IN ITALY: Big snails made of recycled plastic - shown in Milan in Movember
2009 - will begin popping up in public places around Miami Beach soon.

because of a certain value
creaburne represents,

The snail waz chosen
becanse:

& It carries its shelter
on its back, evoking a
sense of living and place.

# The snail and shell
aré shaped in a spiral like
An ear, urging people to

A slow mVasmnofblg pmk snails

listen.

+ o The snail and shell|
are also shaped like the'@
symbol seen in e-mail
addresses — Italians call
the sign a smail — :.m:l
refers to digital communi-
eatian.

HNucara said recycled
plastic, taken from land-
fills, iz key to the symbol-
ogy of the group’s art.

“We transform plastic
into [works] of art [and]
give them a eultural and

Ceconomic value so that

people consider the plas-
tic for what it v is:
artistically appealing,
technologically irreplace-
able, and socially useful,”
Hucara wrote

THE ENVIRONMENT

Porcella gald the goal is

# to spur conversations

about recyeling and the
environment, and men-
tioned the Gulf of Mexico

ol pusher dizaster uiru'u.l

timeas.

“The whole w-:lrln:l is
aware of what happened
in the Gulf of Mexico,™
ahe gaid, “If we don't take
care of our world our chil=
dren won't grow uwpin the
world we grew up in'"

. The installation will be
In town until Jan. 3

- For more information,
wisit www.pinksnails.com.



