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Marilyn Monroe 50th Anniversary Exhibition arrives from Rome

BY TASHA GIUDA

What do classsc 19805 lilm Gentlemen
Prefer Blondes, Fdusdonan-born artist
Leonardo Hudalgo and scorss ol pop cul-
ture abcwnados worldwide have m com-
mon!

An msahable love allar wath LA, bom-
and-bred Normma Jean Raker, better known
as the wonic Manlva Monroz. While the
0™ gnniversary of this timeless star’s
death on Augusi sth spurred  countless
preparations 10 pay homage, one art gallery
chose instcad 1o ¢elebrate her life in style.
Gallenia Ca'd’oro, one of laly's leading
contemporary art gallenies with its US
counterpart located in Coral Gables,
liunched a group exhibition of 21 amists
utled “"Manhyn Monros: Tnbuic 10 a
Female lcon.” This unique showcase
debuted on June 830 at the famous Roman
palasce Palwrro Wedekind one week afier
the late star's 86! birthday and arrived in
Muam for s US, opeoning reception on
Wednesday, August 220

Tnbule 15 an understatemenl: picture a
lile-sized sculpture of Manlyn donning her
signature white dress in the mnfamous oh-
my-thas-wind-is-unruly pose unabashedly
greching guests al the gallery’s entrance
Fnter the wmtimate main room o lind
Marilyn resurrected in every size, color
and medium imaginable. She is naked in
Pablo Fchaurren's piece; vibrant and mul-
tiphed in Andy Warhols senes; ethereal
with an actual black diamond in place of
bher infamous beauty mark in Fance
Nicolantonio's painting: tinv and recvcla-
ble on Pepsa laly's commemorative lumit-
ed edition cans; and in the llesh with Frika
Calesini’s  quirky live performance
Pamtings, photographs, videos, mstalla-
tons and sculptures comprise the lively
—R-work exhebibion.

“My goal 15 10 bnng arists that have a
different background and mux them nlo

Maityn Monme -
ST

Bronze Sculphae by Sewad

the city of Miams- with the United States,
with the South Amenican hie and also with
the Miarm Arl Rasel,” sand curator Glona
Porcella. The daughter of Galleria
Ca'd'oro’s lounder Antonio Porcells, she
and co-curalor Lambeno Peotrecca dreamit
up thes lghly-acclamed collective exhiba-
ton and brought i from the sieps of Rome-
quite lnerally, as the gallery's Magship is in
Puarza di Spagna seconds from the Spanish
Sigps- 1o the younger storcironts of Miami.
Why the fuss?

“1 think Furopz really celebrated
Manlyn as she deserved,” Porcella smd
Citing this vear's Cannes Film Festival
which named Manlya as the face of is

65" event in iribute of ber death, as
well as Ferragamo's Florence exhibi-
tion exclusively for the star, Porcella
explained the significant appreciation
shown for the real woman behind the
Hollywood won and  quintgssential
sex symbol. Feruinism, sexuality, vul-
nerability, imperfection, unpre-
dictabihity and  empowerment:
Manhn represents the anomaly of
Wormnon

Marilyn's multifaceted yet classic
persona is perhaps best embaodied n
Leonardo Hidalgo's  “Golden
Marilyn,”" a dazzling portrayal of
black and gold. “I did this peece
because we're celebrating her Golden
Age,” saxd the Fcuadonan-born
Hidalgo, who was named ollicial
antist of the City of Miami's 116!
berthday this past summer. “Thas exha-
brtron 15 Important because it happens

only every 30 years; for Coral Gables w
have this show 1s very wonderful and rarc.™

The exhibihion’s cakulaled move from
Rome 10 Muum ams 10 not only immaortal-
e a late legend, bul also 10 provide moee
exposure for the up-and-coming ltalian
contemporary an scene

“laaly 15 known for the past, f(or the
ancienl arl, for design, Tor fashion, but not
s0 much for contemporary an,” said
Porcella. Noting Gallena Ca'd'oro’s
famous pink snails that invaded Miami
during 2010°s Art Week and Art Basel, “we
like 10 let people know that laly is not only
about art from the past- it°s much more. We
have s0 many good contemporary arlists
that the world dozsn’t know because they
don't have the opportunity 10 visil another
country.” Thus her desire 10 make then
presence known fuzls her disarmung fire,
exporting both art and opportunity strmghi
trom haly. Comcidentally, 2011 15 the year
of the laban culture n the
Unied Stales, spurnng exciing
projects in proparation of this
momentous occaston by Porcella
and her wmici In conpunciion
with the Ialian Consulate and
talian Chamber of Commerce
here in Miami

To simultancously get a taste
of what s 10 come in 2013 and
experience firsthand &  truly
sclechic an collecion dedicated
exclusively to one ol the world's
Mol Rolonous  Kons,  visil
Callena Ca'd'oro until Ociober
10'h. From Marilyn's glitz and
glamour to her vulnerability and
sponlancous naturg, n's clear
that some legends never die

somenprint by Sunday
Marnng- Andy 'Waine




